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REMARKS 

Claims 1-18 are pending in this application. The specification is objected to 
because of the use of the abbreviation "CMC". Claims 1 , 6 and 7 are rejected under 
35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Li. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 
USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Li in view of Owen. Claims 1-7 are rejected 
under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Li in view of Morrison '051. Claims 
8-10 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Li in view of 
Morrison '051 and further in view of Morrison '504. Claims 11-18 are rejected under 
35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Li in view of Morrison '051 and further in 
view of Morrison '504. 

In response to the objection to the specification, the applicants note that the 
abbreviation "CMC" is clearly defined as representing "ceramic matrix composite" at 
lines 15-16 of page 1 of the specification. Reconsideration of this objection is 
respectfully requested. 

In response to all of the rejections under 35 USC 103 which rely upon Morrison 
'051 and/or Morrison '504, the applicants note that both of the Morrison references 
and the present application were commonly assigned at the time of the present 
invention, and are still commonly assigned, as documented in the assignment records 
of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. Copies of relevant pages of the 
"USPTO Assignments on the Web" are attached to this paper for the Examiner's 
convenience. Note also that the Morrison '051 reference and the present invention 
were filed on the same day. Accordingly, both Morrison '051 and Morrison '504 are 
properly removed as prior art references in accordance with 35 USC 103(c)(1) and the 
associated rejections under 35 USC 103(a) are overcome. 

Thus, all art rejections directed to dependent claims 4, 5 and 8-10 have been 
overcome, and all art rejections directed to independent claim 1 1 and its dependent 
claims 12-18 have been overcome. Independent claim 1 has been amended to add 
the limitations of now-allowable dependent claim 4, and claim 4 has been cancelled. 
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Dependent claim 8 has also been placed into independent form with the addition of 
the limitations of originally-filed independent claim 1 . 

Reconsideration of the amended application in light of the above Remarks and 
allowance of claims 1-3 and 5-18 are respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



David G. Maire (Reg. No. 34,865) 

Beusse Wolter Sanks Mora & Maire, P.A. 
390 North Orange Ave., Suite 2500 
Orlando, FL 32801 
Telephone: 407-926-7704 
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